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12.0          IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Introduction 
 
The Implementation Element is the “how to” portion of the plan.  It prescribes those actions necessary to 
realize the visions presented in this plan.  The actions include proposed changes to any applicable zoning 
codes, sign regulations, site plan regulations, design review codes and subdivision codes.   
 
This chapter includes all of the goals and objectives of the plan.  Supporting policy statements are 
provided in each associated element chapter.  This chapter serves as the master “to do” list for the plan.     
 
 

Relationship Between Elements 
 
Throughout the plan, coordination between the nine required elements has been highlighted as a special 
section of each element chapter.    This section was included in each element chapter to highlight the 
strong connection between the different plan elements.  In this chapter, the relationship between different 
elements is highlighted in the tables as it pertains to each individual objective statement. 
 
Measuring Progress 
 
To track planning progress and help to ensure that the plan is implemented, 
milestone dates  (see definition in box) are provided for each objective.  
Special attention has been given to the milestone dates to ensure that 
individual objectives act in harmony with other stated goals and objectives.  
City staff, the Smart Growth Plan Committee, and the Plan Commission 
have reviewed the milestone dates to ensure that they are feasible 
expectations for the City.   
 
To ensure that the plan elements are understood in their totality over the life 
of the plan, the Evansville Plan Commission will annually review the goals 
and objectives.  Part of this effort, will also include addressing conflicts 
which may arise between the nine elements. 
 
Responsibilities 
 
Implementation of the Evansville Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan will be the primary responsibility of 
the Plan Commission.  The Plan Commission will make decisions and recommendations pertaining to 
development issues, in accordance with this Comprehensive Plan. At least one champion/partner is 
provided for each objective.  This person/agency will work in conjunction (or under the direction of) with 
the Plan Commission. 
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Updating the Comprehensive Plan 
 
As stipulated in 1999 Wisconsin Act 9, a comprehensive plan must be updated at least once every 10 
years.  However, in order to ensure that the City’s plan is an effective management tool, the Plan 
Commission will review the plan goals and objectives annually to track those activities that have been 
completed, modify remaining goals & objectives, and add additional objectives as needed.   
 
The Plan Commission should initiate its first complete update of this plan by 2014.  At that time, 
information from the 2010 census will be available to update several tables.  This update will also involve 
a comprehensive review of the inventory information presented in each chapter.  Furthermore, the City 
should coordinate with all partners identified in the Intergovernmental Element Chapter to understand any 
external changes that may impact the plan.  Finally, the Plan Commission will complete a comprehensive 
review of all visions outlined in this plan to evaluate progress and consider additional opportunities.  

 
Housing Agenda 
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1 Low Impact Development (aka Sustainable Development) – development that occurs with a recognition of the 
water cycle.  Low Impact Development (LID) is an innovative storm water management approach with a basic 
principle that is modeled after nature: manage rainfall at the source using uniformly distributed decentralized micro-
scale controls. LID's goal is to mimic a site's predevelopment hydrology by using design techniques that infiltrate, 
filter, store, evaporate, and detain runoff close to its source. Techniques are based on the premise that storm water 
management should not be seen as storm water disposal. Instead of conveying and managing / treating storm water 
in large, costly end-of-pipe facilities located at the bottom of drainage areas, LID addresses storm water through 
small, cost-effective landscape features located at the lot level. These landscape features, known as Best 
Management Practices (BMPs), are the building blocks of LID. Almost all components of the urban environment 
have the potential to serve as a BMP. This includes not only open space, but also rooftops, streetscapes, parking lots, 
sidewalks, and medians. LID is a versatile approach that can be applied equally well to new development, urban 
retrofits, and redevelopment / revitalization projects. 
 
2 All references to Pubic Works Committee as a champion shall also include the City Engineer. 
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3 During the planning process concern was expressed over the fact that much of the new housing being developed in Evansville is 
similar in its size and design (e.g. vinyl-sided three-bedroom ranches).  The City would like to maintain diversity in the local 
housing supply to provide choices for young families, as well as step-up homes for larger families, and condos and other choices 
for retirees, young professionals, and single individuals.   
 
To help provide a variety of housing choices, the Future Land Use Maps provide areas for different housing types in Evansville. 
 
To address a related concern – housing all looking generally the same – anti-monotony codes can be used.  These ordinances are 
being used in communities across the country.  An example recently profiled by the American Planning Association (Oct 2003 
Zoning News) is Parker, Colorado.  This community provides residential design minimums intended to require buildings along 
the same side of a street or public open space be designed to provide a varied street scene and to eliminate the reuse of identical 
or substantially similar buildings in close proximity to one another.   
 
The ordinance stipulates that a similar design may not be repeated more frequently than once every sixth house along the same 
side of the street.  Accordingly, substantially different roof types (e.g. mansard, hip, flat, gable, shed), building mass (e.g. one 
story, two story, 1.5 story), and exterior surface (e.g. brick, stone, stucco, and siding) are required. 
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IMPLEMENTATION POLICY 
 

It is the policy of Evansville to use its Comprehensive Plan  
as a central tool in local decision-making. 

 
IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMS	

 
The Comprehensive Planning Law requires community plans include a compilation of goals, objectives, 
policies and programs.  Included among the objectives highlighted in this chapter (with supporting 
information provided in the associated element chapters) are several program initiatives.  These programs 
include:  wellhead protection, Main Street, façade improvement, and property maintenance.  These are in 
addition to the City’s current capital improvements program efforts.  These programs compliment the 
visions presented in this plan and impact each of the nine required plan elements. 
 
Another important tool for the implementation of this plan is annexation.  The greatest potential for 
annexation exists along the western and northern boundaries of the Evansville.  It is anticipated that over 
the life of this plan, residents in these areas will seek annexation to the City to support development 
opportunities.  When the City annexes property, several issues often arise: 
 
� Town land divisions, adjacent to the City, approved through certified survey maps (CSM), divide up 

acreage making it more difficult to layout efficient urban density developments around rural 
development. 

� Bringing public water and sewer though or around existing CSM developments to nearby vacant land 
is costly and disruptive. 

� Those annexed sometimes complain about surrounding development at higher density, the high and 
unexpected costs for them to connect to public water and sewer lines, etc. 
 

Extraterritorial zoning and plat review area the primary tools recommended to address issues surrounding 
growth of the City into surrounding areas.   


